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Dear Tom

Our ref: copleyl 103

Date; 11 March 2016

It

Thank you for your letter dated 29 February 2016 and the three follow-up questio
Committee session of 23 February 2016. The responses are set out below.

ns to the Housing

1. National Planning Policy Framework consultation — This is available on the GLA website at the
following link -

Imps: //www. londoa.gQisikLsitesLdLatJlt/files1myQr of IQD4QLLPRPf respQaSLpdf

2. Utilities waivers - The GLA follows the same definition of completion as used by the Homes
and Communities Agency (HCA). Practical Completion is defined as the point when a scheme
has been completed in accordance with the terms of the relevant building and funding
contract and is fit for occupation as a residential development in accordance with NHBC
requirements. This excludes minor defects and/or minor omissions at the time of inspection
which are capable of being made good or carried out without interfering with the beneficial
use and enjoyment of the scheme. A more detailed explanation is available on page 14 of the
GLA’s Capital Funding Guide at
https:Jjwww.lq.ndon .gv. uk/si.tes/dfa_u[t/fil.es/S_gla_cfg_ctiqn_2,_genraL

2 5_ffeb_20.1.6±pdf The GLA, like the HCA, also operates a process of allowing providers to
claim practical completion where delays experienced with utilities companies means that a
Practical Completion certificate could not be obtained. These are called utilities waivers and is
in line with the same process used by the HCA pre-transfer of functions to the GLA in 2012
and continued within the GLA.

I have set out data on the number of schemes granted utilities waivers for each of the last four
years, in absolute terms and as a proportion of all schemes in those years.

Schemes affected by utilities
waivers

Schemes completed

% of utilities waiver schemes

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15

121 24 18 203

1477 1080 724 1994

9% 2% 3% 10%
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As you can see 2014-15 has the highest number of schemes affected, although only slightly higher in
proportionate terms than 2011-12. This reflects the heavily back-ended nature of delivery in that
year, with over 9,000 completions in March, the highest number that we have ever recorded.

3. Large landlords and the London Rental Standard - I can confirm that we do have a number of
larger corporate landlords and housing associations signed up to the London Rental Standard,
including Grainger, Get Living London, Genesis and One Housing Group. However, the
properties they manage will not have skewed the overall figures, as they are additional to the
monthly calculation of properties managed by accredited agents that we publish on the GLA
website, here: ttps://i.london.gov.uJgwhat-we-doJftousing-and-land/rentingLipflpnE
Leut.abtandsdL[andIps5. We are currently working on a way to accurately include those PRS
properties managed by large corporate landlords and housing associations in our estimate so
that we can more fully reflect the true number of properties covered by the scheme.

If there is any further information we can provide please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

David Lunts
Executive Director — Housing and Land


